[A case of latex allergy suspected drug allergy].
A 30-year-old female with paroxysmal supraventricular tachycardia (PSVT) underwent catheter ablation. About 30 minutes later, urticaria and dyspnea occurred suddenly. Blood pressure decreased to 62/41 mmHg, and she fell into the state of anaphylactic shock. She recovered within one hour following treatment. We initially suspected the onset of anaphylaxis was caused by either the local anesthetic or the intravenous antibiotic administered. Following thorough investigation (skin tests and challenge tests), we concluded that the anaphylaxis was not drug induced. Subsequently, we suspected latex allergy. Skin prick test showed a positive reaction to rubber gloves. The specific test for IgE antibody against latex was positive at 10.8 UA/ml. From these results, anaphylactic shock caused by latex (probably medical gloves) was diagnosed. Doctors should take preventive measures against latex allergy not only in operating rooms but also during minor treatments. It is possible that latex allergy is responsible for some cases of anaphylaxis of unknown origin.